
 

BASIC NOTIONS AND CONCEPTS OF 

COPYRIGHT & RELATED RIGHTS 

By  

CHANDER M. LALL 

Managing Partner  

Lall & Sethi Advocates 

 



Copyrights 



 A bundle of rights bestowed by the law on 

the creator (author) of an original work. 

What are Copyrights 

 

 



Rationale behind Copyrights 

 These rights are granted to the authors of 

original works to protect and reward their 

creativity. This in turn creates an atmosphere 

conducive for creativity. 



–Films  

   –Musical works   
–Sound recordings   

–Literary works    

Subject matter of Copyrights 

 

–Artistic works 

     

–Dramatic works  



Term and Registration 

• Copyrights extend for the life of the authour + 

60 years. 

• No statutory requirement for registration 

• Copyrights subsist with the creation of the work 

• India a member of UCC & the Berne 

Convention 

• Copyrights enjoy international protect on a 

reciprocal basis. 



ACQUISITION OF RIGHTS 

BY 

 

ASSIGNMENT  

OR LICENSE 

 

IN WRITING 
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ASSIGNMENT / LICENSE ESSENTIALS 

Territorial extent 

  

 
Amount of Royalty 

 

Period  

Identify the work 

 

One year to exercise rights 
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What does this bundle contain? 

FOR BOOKS 

An exclusive right to: 

• make additional copies (back to back copies) ;  

• make electronic copies ;  

• sell or distribute copies to the public ;  

• read out the work publicly ;   

• make a film i.e. film script ;  

• make a sound recording i.e. use it as lyrics ;  

• translate ;  

• make an adaptation ;  

• reproduce in material form.   
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 Books - Leakages 

Pirated Books 
 

Internet downloads 

Misuse in film scripts 

 

Gray market imports 
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What does this bundle contain? 

FOR SOFTWARE 

An exclusive right to: 

• make additional copies (back to back copies) ;  

• make electronic copies ;  

• sell or distribute copies to the public ;  

• Sell or rent a copy 

• make an adaptation ;  

• reproduce in material form.   



What does this bundle contain? 

FOR SOUND RECORDINGS 

An exclusive right to: 

• make additional copies ;  

• to sell ;  

• to give on rent / hire ;  

• to publicly play the recording 
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Music / Software - Leakages 

Pirated CDs  

 

Internet & P2P downloads 

Playing music in public places / 
Loading it on computers  
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What does this bundle contain? 

FOR CINEMATOGRAPH FILMS 

An exclusive right to: 

• make additional copies ;  

• use one screen shot and make a photograph ;  

• to sell ;  

• to give on rent / hire ;  

• to display publicly  
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Films - Leakages 

THEATRICAL 

WINDOWS OF RELEASE 

 

HOME VIDEO 

RENTAL  

CABLE  

SATELLITE 
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What does this bundle contain? 

FOR MUSICAL WORKS 

An exclusive right to: 

• make additional copies (back to back copies) ;  

• make electronic copies ;  

• sell or distribute copies to the public ;  

• Play the work on an instrument or sing it publicly ;   

• make a film i.e. film music;  

• make a sound recording ;  

• make an adaptation ;  

• reproduce in material form.  
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 Musical Works - Leakages 

Unauthorized Public performance 
 

Unauthorized ring tunes 

Unauthorized use in new works 
(inspiration argument)  

 

Unauthorized cover versions 
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What does this bundle contain? 

FOR ARTISTIC WORKS 

An exclusive right to: 

• make additional copies ;  

• make a 3 dimensional image of a 2 dimensional 

work and visa versa ; i.e. making a sculpture of a 

sketch or a sketch of a sculpture ;  

• display publicly ;  

• include in a film ;  

   



–THANK 
YOU FOR 
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