
TRADE SECRETS & 

CONFIDENTIAL 

INFORMATION 



WHAT IS A TRADE SECRET ?  

• any formula, pattern, device or 

compilation of information which is 

used in one’s business, and which 

gives him an opportunity to obtain an 

advantage over competitors who do 

not know it or use it. 

 



ANOTHER DEFNITION 

• information, including a formula, pattern, 

compilation, program, device, method, technique 

or process that: (i) derives independent economic 

value, actual or potential, from not being generally 

known to, and not being readily ascertainable by 

proper means by other persons who can obtain 
economic value from its disclosure or use, and (ii) 

is the subject of efforts that are reasonable under 

the circumstances to maintain its secrecy. 

 



CRITERIA 

• the extent to which the information is 

known outside the employer’s business;  

1 the extent to which the information is 

known by employees and others involved in 

the business;  

2 the extent of the measures taken to guard 

the secrecy of the information; 

3 the value of the information to the business 

and its competitors;  

4 the amount of effort exerted in developing 

the information; and  

5 the ease or difficulty with which the 

information could be properly acquired or 

duplicated by others.  

























• MISAPPROPRIATION OF TRADE 

SECRETS : 

• the existence of a trade secret;  

• the trade secret was acquired through 

through improper means;  

• the trade secret was used or disclosed without the 

owner’s authorization; and  

• damages resulted from the misappropriation.  

 




